
Trusting Our Merciful God 
Ex 34:6 

 

 
Where do you stand with God? 
 
There is a story, made recently into a movie that floods me with tangible reminders of  

forgiveness, redemption, suffering, compassion - above all the struggle of law & grace. 
Les Miserables. It is a story that has stood the test of time in characterizing what  
            our souls long for: grace in the face of harsh justice. 
Jean Valjean and the priest.      Valjean sees and hears of grace for the first time,  
and responds with utter dismay and deep reflection and repentance meeting the priest.  

 
There is a story, my story, not a movie, yet – a story of redemption. 
 
There are stories, sitting in the chairs before me: 

Some stories of redemption reflecting the great story the Cross. 
Some stories still caught by the sin of pride not tasting of the grace of God. 

 
Today it is important to know where you stand with God in your story. 
Pray     Cast me into mercy for the night has been cold,  
              walk us through your grace for unkind are the heartless foolishness of our pride 

          take me to that place so holy so that we can wash our souls 
                      as we see the beauty of who you are displayed in the grace of the Cross. 
 

 
Where we are in the OT and where the Israelites currently stand with God. 

It is the low point and high point of the OT.   
Exodus 32 - 34 shows both the horrific failure of Israel as God’s chosen people  
       and also one of the deepest expressions of God’s grace and glory in all of Scripture. 

We have this great description and expression of who God is in 13 words. 
 
In the 39 articles of the Church of England (1563) it was stated,  

“God is without body, parts or passions”.  By 1786 they omitted the word ‘passions’.   
Why, because unquestionably the Bible speaks of God as being passionately 

 involved with repentant sinners. 
It is easy to gain the impression that the God of the Bible is grand, powerful- the first 3 words 
 But to stop there sells God short of who He is,  

the rest of the words is God saying “this is how I act”. 
   He is a God of passion as seen in these two upcoming words.   
 
Compassion/ Mercy  
This is used when God is showing affection or sympathy for the suffering and the miseries of 
human frailty. Tenderhearted, loving compassion for the oppressed, mercy.   
To take pity on and respond.  Being spared from judgment.     
 
When I was in college our ministry for the homeless was called ‘Mercy Touch’.   
For if we see hunger in a man, mercy feeds them.  The blind man of Jericho in Luke 18:38.  
Paul uses mercy for God’s forgiveness for our sins in Rom 11. 
Kindness to a person in need.  God’s goodness to those in misery and distress. 
 



 
Gracious  
To be gracious and have favor for those already in distress.  Assisting, helping and consoling 
the afflicted and undeserving.  A heartfelt response by someone who has something to give to 
someone in need.  Shows that God is lovingly concerned for us.  When you are dealing 
graciously to another, none of it is owed to the recipient, it is free.  Not based on merit or 
worthiness.  A blessing, unmerited favor to an enemy.   
When my child has a timeout I am willing to sit with them and take a time out with them- yet 
grace is taking the timeout for them 
Does things for people who do not deserve and goes beyond that which is expected. 
Kindness to a wrongful person of means.  God’s goodness to those who deserve punishment. 
 
Grace and Mercy, Is there a difference?  No and yes. 
In many ways, not much, for both are closely related and involve unmerited favor, and both are 
at work in salvation.  Grace and mercy work hand in hand and at times are very 
interchangeable.  
 
Here are a few examples to get the depth and range to show the difference of meaning.   
 
An analogy with speeding, and this is not real for my nick-name is ‘great grandpa’. 
 
Day one: Picking up flowers for my wife go back speeding because I am late for supper. 

 
Justice - Andrew the police officer pulls me over.  He gives me a ticket, I get a $150 fine.  

   I broke the law (if I knew it or not).   My ignorance or forgetting or being late is not an 
   excuse.  I pay the fine and the penalty is met, justice is made, it is on my record.  I got 
   what I deserved.  And the roses become the most expensive ones given to Amber. 

How many of you adults know that this is not what a real ticket looks like 
    Ah, now we know who gets tickets. 
 
Day two: Taking Grace to the doctor for a check-up and late because I was working on Bible. 

 
Mercy - Andrew the police officer pulls me over for the second time and shakes his head.   
              As he hears my plea and circumstances he gives me only a verbal warning.  

  I did not receive the punishment even though I failed again.   
 The penalty is not met but that is mercy, I did not get what I deserved.  

 
Day three: Taking Amber out on a date to a restaurant.  I’m late because the babysitter was late. 

 
Grace - Andrew the police officer pulls me over for the third time.   
               I am a repeat offender and in 

  big trouble.  The fine will be huge.   
  He says he will pay the fine.   
  He gives me a ticket, not a speeding ticket but Packer game tickets.   
 The punishment was met by Andrew paying it for me and paying for Packer tickets.   
           I receive no legal punishment but instead I receive a gift.   

 

 
Definitions     Monopoly example  
 Justice - You get what you deserve.    Roll three doubles 
 Mercy -  You don’t get what you deserve.      Get out of jail 
 Grace -  You get what you don’t deserve.   Advance to ‘Go” (poor for no punishment in game) 
 



Good data, now to the application 
Because we can know that God is mercy and grace, we can trust that… 

even though God is just, He is more than just, He is mercy and grace. 
 
God is just – sin will be paid for, yet He is more than just, He is mercy and grace 

Imagine that you are accused of a crime.   
You show up early to the trial and you are planning to get a good lawyer  
but you arrive and trail is already over.  
To your complete and utter surprise have been condemned to death.   

        As my friend Feinberg says, “You don’t need a defense lawyer, you need a pardon”.  
 
God sees this and takes upon Himself to provide the solution in Christ.  
Today it is important to know where you stand with God. 
 Do you stand under His justice or through Christ in His mercy and grace? 
 
God invites us to know His mercy and grace through Christ. 
 Jesus is the great display of the mercy of God. 
 
You do not understand God until you have understood His Cross. 

"Before we see the cross as something done for us, 
        we need to see the cross as something done by us"  - John Stott 

 
Why the cross?  The way of the cross, it is the center message of our Bible. Beautiful exchange. 
Someone must pay, “and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin 

and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed”  I Peter 2:24.   
 
We have faith and trust in Christ’s grace which saved us from death.  

In the NT, grace is used to explain the salvation that comes from God, shown in Jesus to 
show His favor in redeeming lost people through faith. He shows it to His enemies who 
have sinned against Him 
We deserve the opposite- judgment 

 
Grace is the free gift from God to us through Christ in which it does not excuse you,  

but treasures you, the sinner, as Christ pays our price. 
 
Grace is the good pleasure of God that inclines Him to bestow benefits upon the undeserving. It is a self-
existent principle inherent in the Divine Nature and appears to us as a self-caused propensity to pity the 
wretched, spare the guilty, welcome the outcast, and bring into favor those who were before under just 
disapprobation. Its use to us sinful men is to save us and make us sit together in heavenly places to 
demonstrate to the ages the exceeding riches of God’s kindness to us in Christ Jesus. A.W. Tozer 

 
It is important to know where you stand with God. 
       Justice or mercy and grace? 


